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29 September 2023 / 13 Rabiulawal 1445H

The Story of Prophet Yunus: Finding Wisdom in Challenges
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My blessed Friday congregants,

Let us elevate our tagwa towards Allah (s.w.t.) by obeying all His
commands and abstaining from all His prohibitions. May we become His

servants who achieve success in this world and the Hereafter. Amin.
Dear brothers and sisters,

Today, allow me to share with you a story that is both inspiring and

enlightening. It is the story of Prophet Yunus (a.s), a noble messenger of



Allah who faced countless obstacles and hardships in fulfilling his divine

mission.

Prophet Yunus (a.s.) encountered numerous obstacles on his path. His
message initially failed to resonate with his people, leaving him
burdened with disappointment and frustration. In a moment of
desperation, boarding a ship, he made the difficult decision to leave his

people behind in an attempt to escape the difficulties he faced.

As the ship set sail, it was not long before a powerful storm descended
upon them. The waves were tumultuous, and the ship was in grave
danger of sinking. The crew, realizing that the storm was no ordinary
one, began to throw their cargo overboard in an attempt to lighten the

ship and save themselves.

However, despite their effort, the ship remained too heavy. Prophet
Yunus’ name was drawn to be thrown into the sea. It was then that he

was swallowed by a whale.

But even in the belly of the beast, Prophet Yunus never lost faith in
Allah. He continued to glorify Him, acknowledging his own weaknesses
and demonstrating true servitude. He prayed for forgiveness and sought
God's mercy. And it was through this unwavering devotion that he was

eventually freed from the belly of the whale and emerged victorious.

Allah (s.w.t) says in Surah As-Saffat, verse 143-144:
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Which means: “Had he not constantly glorified Allah, he would have

certainly remained in its belly until the Day of Resurrection.”
Dear brothers and sisters,

Prophet Yunus (a.s) never lost faith in Allah, glorifying Him through
praises and acknowledging his own weaknesses. This is the essence of
true servitude. This essence is manifested through the remembrance
(zikr) and manifested through his actions - especially when he

experienced difficulties.

Imam lbn Jubair sheds light on the significance of Prophet Yunus'
glorification of Allah (Tasbih), explaining that the glorification that the
Quranic verse refers to is as follows:
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Which means: “There is no god but You, Glory be to You, Indeed, | have

”been of the wrongdoers

My brothers, let us draw inspiration and valuable lesson from the story
of Prophet Yunus that we can apply to our daily lives. First and
foremost, we must constantly remember Allah, even in the darkest of

moments. When we face difficulties and challenges, it is easy to lose
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faith and become discouraged. But we must always remember that

Allah is with us, and He will guide us through the darkness.

Moreover, let us cultivate an optimistic outlook in every trial and
challenge we face in life. We must seek wisdom and goodness in every
challenge we face, for every challenge is an opportunity for growth and
learning. Embrace these challenges and use them to become better

people and better Muslims.
Dear brothers and sisters,

As humans, we are bound to face difficulties and challenges that are
inevitable in life. The pangs of sadness, disappointment, and despair are
all too familiar to us. The loss of loved ones, financial struggles, job

hunting can leave us feeling helpless and vulnerable.

But in these moments of darkness, we must not lose sight of our faith in
Allah. For He is the light that guides us through the shadows, the
beacon of hope that illuminates our path. We must not falter, nor
should we give up. Instead, we must seek wisdom and goodness in

every challenge that we face.

Let us draw inspiration from the story of Prophet Yunus (a.s.), who,
despite being tested, never lost faith in Allah's mercy and guidance. And
let us have the unwavering determination and perseverance to

overcome any obstacle that comes our way. For it is through these trials
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and tribulations that we grow stronger, more resilient, and more

steadfast in our faith.

May Allah grant us the strength and determination to face life's
challenges with unwavering faith in His guidance and mercy. Ameen Ya

Rabbal ‘Alamin
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